Triplett was diagnosed by Leo Kanner, an early pioneer in the study of autism. Yet, Kanner, using terms like "infantile schizophrenia" as ostensibly synonymous with autism, also contributed to the terminological ambiguity and uncertainty that persist today. Kanner hypothesized that a probable cause of autism was "refrigerator mothers"-that is, the idea that autism resulted from a lack of maternal warmth during a child's infancy. While this theory has been discredited, there is still considerable controversy surrounding the cause, or causes, of ASD. Some argue that autism is help to provide some insight into the reality that, apart from being cognitive "disorders," these are other, distinctive ways of seeing and experiencing the world.
As Christopher prepares to take his "A-level" exams (on which he ultimately receives a score of A*), some audience members outside the United Kingdom, unfamiliar with its complex system of examinations, could be left feeling a little confused. This essay, therefore, will provide a brief overview of how that system works.
The "A-Levels" are the commonly-used name for the Advanced Level examinations taken as part of the General Certificate of Education (GCE). Students typically take these exams over a period of years during secondary school, often initially taking five exams. Later, based on their performance on those five exams, students usually determine three subjects in which to retake their exams, as the results from three "A-Levels" are normally used to determine admission to universities.
In this respect, as a placement tool for post-secondary education, the A-Levels are somewhat comparable to the SAT and ACT exams in the United States.
However, in contrast to those American standardized tests, any combination of three A-Level exams may be chosen by the student; the particular "qualifications" earned from these exams usually correlate with students' intended courses of study at the university level. The wide array of possible exam subjects-over 100-closely resembles the fields of study in which students can choose to specialize at a major university.
Options range from Mathematics, Physics, and English Literature to Information Technology, Sports Science, and Film Studies. A-Levels are thus-at least in theory -directly vocational, testing the aptitude and skillset of the student in the area of a potential, eventual career.
Yet, some of these exam subjects are viewed as "softer" by the universities in their evaluation of students' exam scores. Cambridge University, for example, has explicitly stated that it is unlikely to admit students who took two or more of their exams in subjects considered to be less rigorous. 
